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NEWS

Promotional Hooks
JULY
Audiobook Month
Fiction Is Fun Month
National Purposeful Parenting Month
National Antiboredom Month
National Bathroom Reading Month
3-9: Music for Life Week
24: National Parents Day

AUGUST
Romance Awareness Month
9: Book Lover’s Day
15: National Relaxation Day

SEPTEMBER
Library Card Sign-up Month
Read a New Book Month
Children’s Books Month
National Literacy Month
4-10: Religious Reference Books Week
8: International Literacy Day
18-24: TV Turnoff Week

&

NOTES

Book Updates
Repackaged
Let God Change Your Life (combination of How to Know God;
Making God Known; Discipleship: The Road Less Taken; Discipleship: Giving God Your Best; Cook, originally Kerygma & Harvest
House)

Reprinted
Grace-full Leadership by John C. Bowling (Beacon Hill)
Love & War by John & Stasi Eldredge (WaterBrook, originally
Doubleday Religion)
Secrets of the Vine for Women by Darlene Marie Wilkinson
(Multnomah)

Retitled
The Awesome Book of Bible Answers for Kids by Josh McDowell &
Kevin Johnson (originally Children Demand a Verdict)
God’s Astounding Opinion of You by Ralph Harris (originally
Better off Than You Think)
Real Simplicity by Rozanne & Randy Frazee (originally Making Room for Life)

Revised
Movements That Change the World by Steve Addison
(InterVarsity)

Join Us on Facebook & Twitter
www.facebook.com/eclalibraries

www.twitter.com/eclalibraries

Use Our Reviews

I

f you or your library is a member of the Evangelical Church Library
Association (membership includes a subscription to Church
Libraries), you may quote from or reproduce the reviews in this journal
in your library promotion materials.
Include this permission line at the bottom of each review: Reprinted
from Church Libraries, Summer 2011. Used with permission.

Mark
Your Calendar!
October 14-15
ECLA Conference
Wheaton, Ill.
Renew and Refresh:
Rethinking Essentials
Friday evening
Bill Arven, READ Ministries
Saturday Lunch
Meet the Authors
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Christian Book Awards
T

he Evangelical Christian Publishers Association (ECPA) announced the winners for the 2011
Christian Book Awards. Presented annually to the finest in Christian publishing since 1978, the Christian Book
Awards honor titles in six categories:
Bibles, Bible reference, nonfiction, fiction, children, and inspiration.
Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet,
Spy by Eric Metaxas (Nelson), received
the top honor by being named the Christian Book of the Year. Called a “biography of uncommon power,” this 600+
page “weighty yet riveting analysis” on
Dietrich Bonhoeffer has appeared on
several bestseller lists. Published last
year, its impact and status as a classic
is already recognized, making six “Best
of 2010” lists.
The 2011 Christian Book Award
Winners in each category are:
Bibles: HCSB Study Bible edited by
Jeremy Royal Howard and Ed Blum
(B&H)
“Approximately 15,000 study notes
appear throughout the HCSB Study Bible.
We could have included more. As you
can see from the list of contributors,
there was no shortage of scholarship
for this study Bible. What led us to be
so discriminate about the notes we included is that input from study Bible
users reflected their desire to have necessary, relevant notes within the context of the Scripture being studied. That
meant information—notes, maps, illustrations—should be concise and
impactful, plus easy to find,” Jeremy
Howard.
Bible Reference: Zondervan Illustrated Bible Backgrounds Commen4 Church Libraries • Summer 2011

bluegrass album in the background as
you read because there are many tunes
that run through the pages,” Chris
Fabry.

tary: Old Testament edited by John H.
Walton (Zondervan)
This series brings to life the world of
the Old Testament through informative
entries and full-color photos and graphics. Here readers find the premier commentary set for connecting with the historical and cultural context of the Old
Testament.
Children: The Action Bible illustrated
by Sergio Cariello and edited by Doug
Mauss (Cook)
“Over the years, I’ve worked on many
comics that I’m proud of, but there is
nothing like doing a relevant story with
eternal value. I’ve done Spiderman, The
Avengers, Wonder Woman, and more.
All those characters and stories will
someday end, but the stories and impact of The Action Bible will last forever.
It is a privilege and the honor of a lifetime for a Christian cartoonist to get to
draw and bring to life God’s own stories,” Sergio Cariello.
Fiction: Almost Heaven by Chris Fabry
(Tyndale)
”This is probably my most difficult
novel to write thus far because of thematic issues. It’s also probably my most
‘Christian’ novel, though there are some
rough patches throughout. Put on a

Inspiration: You Changed My Life by
Max Lucado (Nelson)
Often times true heroes of faith don’t
stand out in the world, but they have
made a lasting difference in someone’s
life—they’re a hero to someone. This gift
book celebrates their story by first providing a dedication beginning with
“You changed my life by___” to be written in detail by the giver to the recipient. To follow are stories told by Max
about others who have answered the
call of their convictions and took steps
of faith (both big and small) resulting
in lasting change in the lives around
them.
Nonfiction: Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy by Eric Metaxas
(Nelson)
”Eric Metaxas has written a book that
adds a new dimension to World War II,
a new understanding of how evil can
seize the soul of a nation and a man of
faith can confront it—and transform
defeat into victory, lies into transcendent truth. No one who cares about the
history of the modern world can afford
to ignore this book,” Thomas Fleming.
From hundreds of entry titles published in the last year, the Christian
Book Awards select five finalists in
each category based on both editorial
excellence and category-specific criteria. The winners in each category were
announced at the ECPA Awards banquet held May 2.
continued on page 12
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Ministering
to Single Adults
by Jeanetta Chrystie

T

he percent of single adults in the
United States is increasing. They
represent a significant portion of
church members and visitors who
would use the church library for relevant reading. Consider the following
statistics:
• Forty-three percent of U.S. residents
are single, according to the U.S. Census
Bureau.
• Forty-three percent of all U.S. residents
are 18 and older (96.6 million people).
• Fifty-three percent of unmarried
Americans age 18 and older are women.
• Sixty-one percent of unmarried Americans age 18 and older have never been
married.
• Fifteen percent were widowed.
• Another 24 percent were divorced.
Forty-three percent of first marriages
(Christian and non-Christian) end in
divorce, according to the National Center for Health Statistics.
• Almost one-third of the U.S. population lives alone.
Who are these single adults? What
are their needs? How can church libraries minister to their needs?
Singles are comprised of a variety of
ages and life experiences, adults who
have never married and those who are
single again, parents and nonparents.
Ministering to such a diverse group
may seem difficult, yet many single
adults have common experiences and
feelings—and they all need the tender,
loving care of the church.

How can your library minister to this
diverse group?

Developing Single
Adult Ministries

Reaching today’s single adults requires
understanding their struggles and feelings. To equip lay leaders and church
staff to minister effectively to single
adults, buy at least one book like Reaching Single Adults: An Essential Guide for
Ministry by Dennis Franck.

Promoting Spiritual Growth
Single adults need Christian growthoriented books that speak specifically
to their joys and struggles. Books aimed
at single adult Christians include: The
Five Love Languages, Singles Edition by
Gary Chapman; Sassy, Single, and Satis-

For
ty-thr
ee
Forty-thr
ty-three
percent of U.S.
residents are
single, according
to the U.S.
Census Bureau.

fied by Michelle McKinney Hammond;
They Were Single Too: 8 Biblical Role
Models by David M. Hoffeditz; and
Singled Out: Why Celibacy Must Be Reinvented in Today’s Church by Christine
Colón and Bonnie Field.
Christian classics about spiritual
growth, discovering one’s spiritual
gifts, and discipleship can serve both
single and married adults. Bruce Wilkinson’s The Dream Giver and You Were
Made for This can help all adults discover their passion for life. Of course,
Rick Warren’s The Purpose-Driven Life
is a staple for adults of all ages and
marital situations.

Healing the Hurts
Some topics must be dealt with gently
in order to bring healing and Christian
renewal. A book focusing specifically
on physically or mentally abused
women is Woman Thou Art Loosed!: Healing the Wounds of the Past by T. D. Jakes.
Several Christian books are available
that help divorced Christians recover
and renew active spiritual lives. Books
about grief recovery, financial management, and parenting are helpful for all
adults but are particularly useful for
widowed, separated, or divorced
adults.
An excellent book for the Christian
single parent is Raising Great Kids on
Your Own: A Guide and Companion for
Every Single Parent by David and Lisa
Frisbie.
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Singles are
comprised of
a variety of ages
and life
experiences,
adults who have
never married and
those who are
single again,
parents and
nonparents.

being inner-focused to helping others,
which makes them feel more positive
about themselves.

Choosing Right Relationships
The statistics at the beginning of this
article show us Christians and nonChristians need help with choosing
mates. Falling in Love for All the Right
Reasons: How to Find Your Soul Mate by
Neil Clark Warren with Ken Abraham
presents principles to enhance one’s
choices toward creating a great, lasting
marriage. They maintain that many
people simply chose the wrong person
to marry, some marry for the wrong reason, and others marry too early in a relationship.
Saving Your Marriage Before It Starts:
Seven Questions to Ask Before—and After—You Marry by Drs. Les and Leslie
Parrott talk about how to build a marriage that will last a lifetime. These wellknown marriage counselors and conference speakers show couples what
they need to make a smooth and enjoy-

able transition from single adults to
married couples.
As a concern for single adults, sexuality must be addressed from a Christian context. This can be a tender topic
for singles, and a controversial topic for
congregations. Stock books like Too
Close Too Soon: Avoiding the Heartache of
Premature Intimacy by Jim A. Talley and
Bobbie Reed. It’s an excellent book of
experience-tested advice on ways to distinguish attraction from love and avoid
the confusion of premature intimacy.
This variety of books will help your
singles. If there isn’t an active, growing
singles ministry in your church, then
providing some of these books and materials may help start one. Wouldn’t
that be a wonderful outgrowth of the
library’s ministry activities?
_____________________________________
Jeanetta Chrystie is a freelance writer and a
church library volunteer at University
Heights Baptist Church, Springfield, Mo.

Recovering Life’s Joy
Self-worth suffers painful blows during divorce, unwed motherhood, and
even in becoming a widow or widower.
In the aftermath of divorce, many feel
their lives are lessened and may feel like
second-class Christians. A sense of rejection can damage even a healthy selfesteem.
Focus on books that provide an understanding of the psychological foundations of self-worth and its purpose
in our growth as persons. Also offer
books that recognize that a Christian’s
self-worth needs to come from our relationship with God through Christ.
Books on prayer, such as those by
Stormie Omartian, can help single
adults refocus their energies on developing spiritual disciplines and interceding in prayer for themselves and
others.
Books about encouraging others,
hospitality, and engaging in mission
activities help single adults move from
6 Church Libraries • Summer 2011
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B O A R D
Q. What
should we
do for
Family
Night?
—Lisa Kern,
librarian
College Church,
Wheaton, Ill.

P R O M O T I O N

Meeting With God
by Susan Lawrence

U

se this skit during a worship service or adult Sunday-school class to promote your library. For each book or DVD
mentioned, substitute like items from your library. You may want to adapt it to use for other age groups, changing the
characters and dialogue to fit the group.
Permission is granted to make copies of this skit to use in your church or school.

Meeting With God
Setting: a church hallway.
Characters: two women, any age, Rachel and Jean.
Rachel enters stage left. She has a large bag over one arm. Jean enters stage right about the same time.
They meet center stage.
Rachel:

Hi, Jean.

Jean:

Hi, Rachel, where you headed?

Rachel:

(cheerfully) I’m on my way to meet with God.

Jean:

(confused) Meet with God? I thought you were just in worship service. Third pew
up, center section, where you always sit.

Rachel:

I was. This is a one-on-one meeting.

Jean:

(Thinks she has it figured out.) Ohhh, you must be going to the (insert any room in your
church where people might go to pray) to pray.

Rachel:

Nope. This meeting is more like listening to what God has to say to me.

Jean:

(nodding) You’re meeting with the pastor.

Rachel:

No, I told you, I’m on my way to meet with God. He promised to give us joy. I
think I’ll pick up some of that. And He’s promised to teach and instruct us. I need a
lot of instructing … and encouragement. I always need that.

Jean:

Wherever you’re going, I need to go too!
Church Libraries • Summer 2011 7
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Rachel:

You’re welcome to come with me. You need some joy? A cheerful heart is
good medicine, you know.

Jean:

I sure do! It’s been a rough week.

Rachel:

(rummaging around in her bag) Here! A DVD with Anita Renfro. It’s
guaranteed to make you laugh. I’m returning it. I watched it five times last
week. Made me laugh so hard my soda came out my nose.

Jean:

(takes the DVD) Thanks, but …

Rachel:

I’m going to get Charles Stanley’s 30 Life Principles. That will be great for
instruction. And Max Lucado. God always encourages me through him. I
think I’ll get one of his books.

Jean:

Where are we going, Rachel?

Rachel:

Haven’t you figured it out? We’re going to the library.

Jean:

But I thought you said you were meeting God.

Rachel:

I am! All those great books in there … when I read one, God really speaks
to me. He might give me joy, like the Anita Renfro DVD or one of Martha
Bolton’s books. He instructs me through Charles Stanley and Beth Moore
and Kay Arthur. He encourages me through Max Lucado. Then,
sometimes, I just need to be refreshed and entertained. That’s when I
check out Karen Kingsbury or Beverly Lewis. And, of course, if I didn’t
have a Bible of my own, I could check out God’s Word. (moves to exit)

Jean:

I get it! And wait for me … (starts to follow Rachel) because I want to get it.
A book from our church library, that is.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Susan Lawrence is a freelance writer and book lover.
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P R O F I L E

50 Books and 50 Years
by Cheryl A. Hogstrom

F

ifty donated books located in the
boiler room office of the original
church building became the genesis of the library of Faith Bible Fellowship Church in Spring City, Pa., 50 years
ago.
Evelyn Leonard and her husband,
Lynn, were two of the three founding
librarians who started with those 50
books, using Church Library Handbook
by LaVose A. Wallin as their guide.
Evelyn served off and on for more than
four decades in the library ministry,
with a vision to continually improve
cataloguing and promotion methods.
Subsequent to several changes of location, the library experienced a regenesis in 2001 when it was moved to a
large, well-lighted, recently vacated
room in the present church building.
Evelyn, with the aid of two new librarians, began an overhaul of it. With the
use of The Church Librarian’s Handbook
by Betty McMichael, we upgraded our
classification system. In 2004, we commenced a five-and-a-half-year project of
doing a complete inventory and updating catalog cards for older resources,
while adding hundreds of new resources.

book-return area and are updated periodically. Our next anticipated project
is to produce a list of our books from
ECLA’s recommended children’s core
library list. We are in the process of acquiring more titles before the initial
printing of that list.

Church-wide Promotions
In the past decade, we have used a variety of promotional ideas:
• annual reading programs with incentive rewards
• publishing book reviews in church
bulletins
• special book displays for various holidays
• giving handmade bookmarks to li-

brary patrons at Christmas
• “Pastor’s Picks” announced from the
pulpit
• book drives
• bulletin announcements about new
resources and library features
• a display of recently added resources
in the church lobby.
Our newest promotional tool, thanks
to an article in the Summer 2009 issue
of Church Libraries, is a PowerPoint®
presentation prior to the worship service.

Special Features
Over the years, we adapted our customized version of the Dewey decimal system, used in concert with shelf mark-

Increasing Circulation
A reservation request list for popular
resources, classification markers on the
shelves, and a complete card catalog
are available to aid patrons. In addition, we compiled a list of our classic
Christian books by genre and a list of
our kids fiction series, sorted by four
reading levels.
Both of these lists are available in the
Church Libraries • Summer 2011 9
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ers, to draw attention to nonfiction subjects with an anticipated high-interest
level. These included marriage,
parenting, women’s interests, men’s
interests, small-group resources, our
denomination, age and aging, and pain
and suffering.
We created new sections for biographies, young-adult resources, oversized resources, and easy-reader books.
We placed biographies adjacent to nonfiction books in both the adult and
children’s sections. We placed our
small selection of young-adult resources together instead of breaking out
the audio/visual items on separate
shelves as we did for electronic media
for children and adults.
Marking young-adult resources with
a yellow dot sticker on the spine made
them stand out. Easy-reader books,
which we placed on floor level for our
youngest readers, bear a neon red dot
sticker on the spine.

Sources of Encouragement
It has been energizing for us as librarians to garner innovations from sister
churches in our denomination; our pastor, who takes an active interest in our
library; public libraries; ECLA; and staff
brainstorming sessions.
We’ve also experienced discouragement because two of our team of three
librarians moved out of the area. However, a year ago a new church member
agreed to become my colibrarian; and
my daughter volunteered to be our library assistant.
The Lord has been gracious to allow
the ministry of our library to continue
from that box of 50 donated books 50
years ago.
______________________________________________________
Cheryl A. Hogstrom is a librarian at Faith
Bible Fellowship Church, Spring City, Pa.,
and a freelance writer.

B U L L E T I N
As per your requests ...
I took pictures of all the books I recently
purchased from the suggestion box and
made this bulletin board with them.
When I get another new shipment of
books that were ordered from the
suggestion box, I keep the title and
swap the pictures.
—Lisa Kern, librarian
College Church, Wheaton, Ill.
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P R O F I L E
Book Awards
continued from page 4
The Christian Book Awards, established in 1978 as the Gold Medallion
Book Awards by the Evangelical Christian Publishers Association, recognize
the absolute highest quality in Christian books. Based on excellence in content, literary quality, design, and impact, the Christian Book Awards are the
oldest and among the most prestigious
in the religious publishing industry. For
more information, go to www.ecpa.org.

B O A R D

BOOK

ROUNDUP

For Better or Worse:
Marriage, Divorce, and God in the Middle
by Cindy Grabill

C

ouples plan lavish weddings,
but they often fail to consider the
marriage to follow. After the romance wears off, they may suffer communication breakdowns and fight over
minor issues. Divorce may results.
These books help couples prepare for
and develop strong marriages or aid in
divorce recovery. They share personal
experiences and include discussion
questions, Scripture, and further helps,
which may be photocopied. Since most
people marry and will need this information, these books are excellent additions to your library.
BETTER LOVE NOW!: Escalating the
Romance and Respect in Your Marriage
by Tommy Nelson & David Deck
B&H, 978-0-805-44072-0, HB, 224
pages, $19.99
Pastor Nelson and Deck, president
of the Man in the Mirror ministry, help
keep six “fence posts” strong. They provide short quizzes that allow couples
to rate their marriage in those areas,
present biblical teaching, and include
chapters about what husbands and
wives expect of each other. A man, for
example, expects his wife to manage the
household, remain attractive, and stay
his top priority. Women expect husbands to be tender, provide for them,
and lead the marriage.
The quizzes allow mates to identify
strengths and weaknesses, and the 10-

minute discussions the authors recommend will get them talking. The expectations chapters help readers identify
personal areas of weakness.
FLYING SOLO: A Journey of Divorce,
Healing, and a Very Present God
by Denise Hildreth-Jones
Regal, 978-0-8307-5636-0, PB, 240
pages, $14.99
This author and speaker shares journal entries of the year following her divorce. She records her loneliness, anger, conversations with God, and the
lessons she learned: God cares about
every detail, He is present in pain, and
He has big plans.
Newly divorced women will identify with and be encouraged by her

Couples plan
lavish weddings,
but they often
fail to consider
the marriage
to follow
follow..

story. God won’t let them pass through
deep waters alone either.
HAPPILY REMARRIED
by David & Lisa Frisbie
Harvest, 978-0-736-91530-4, PB, 275
pages, $13.99
Remarriages will last if partners forgive everyone, consider the remarriage
permanent, use conflict to get better acquainted, and put God in the center.
Included here is advice on many topics, including living accommodations,
discipline, traditions, and finances.
The Frisbies, marriage and family
counselors, have written a thorough
how-to manual that provides help and
encouragement for remarried couples.
The four components of a lasting remarriage will remind them Who is in charge
and will draw them closer together as
they let Him lead.
HEDGES: Loving Your Marriage
Enough to Protect It
by Jerry B. Jenkins
Crossway, 978-1-5813-4664-0, HB, 208
pages, $19.99
Jenkins, the author of the Left Behind
series, tells how he established and adhered to rules in his relationships with
unrelated women. He stresses the importance of and gives ideas for date
nights and family gatherings.
Jenkins shares his heart. Although
lust tempted him, he remained strong.
This book will inspire men and provide
Church Libraries • Summer 2011 11

BOOK
ideas for their own hedges. If every man
followed these principles, marriages
would be stronger and affairs would be
wiped out.
LOVE AND RESPECT: The Love She
Most Desires, the Respect He Desperately Needs
by Emerson Eggerichs
Nelson, 978-1-59145-187-7, HB, 324
pages, $22.99
Loving and respecting mates include
addressing their needs and overlooking petty disturbances. Working with
the acrostic COUPLE, Eggerichs proposes that conflicts can be resolved
when husbands love their wives
through closeness, openness, understanding, peacemaking, loving, and esteem. CHAIRS spells respect for men:
conquest, hierarchy, authority, insight,
relationships, and sexuality.
To respect their husbands may be a
new concept for wives. Yet Eggerichs, a
pastor and counselor, shows that the
idea is biblical. He gives clear directions
as to how these 12 disciplines can be
applied and emphasizes the positive
impact they will have on a marriage.
THE MARRIAGE YOU’VE ALWAYS
WANTED
by Gary Chapman
Moody, 978-0-8024-7297-7, PB, 176
pages, $14.99
In the ideal marriage, couples communicate deeply, share household responsibilities, and prayerfully make
major decisions together. They honor
and treat both sets of parents equally
and have waited for marriage to have
sex. They tithe regularly and are good
stewards of the money God has entrusted to them.
Chapman, a marriage relationship
expert, includes a wealth of information and advice backed by Scripture to
help couples develop godly marriages.
No matter where they are starting from,
they can still have the marriage they’ve
always wanted.
12 Church Libraries • Summer 2011
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MEN ARE LIKE WAFFLES, WOMEN
ARE LIKE SPAGHETTI: Understanding and Delighting in Your Differences
by Bill & Pam Farrel
Harvest, 978-0-7369-1961-6, PB, 256
pages, $13.99
The Farrels, personal relationship
experts, identify differences between
men and women, how they react to the
same situations, and how these differences can fit together to provide harmony and bring them closer to God.
They show how to become focused listeners and include levels of communication.
This book is an easy, fun, humorous
read. (Don’t miss how men and women
separately operate the ATM machine.)
Mates will learn about and appreciate
gender differences.
THE POWER OF A PRAYING HUSBAND
978-0-7369-0532-9, 224 pages, $10.99
THE POWER OF A PRAYING WIFE
978-0-7369-1924-1, 208 pages, $13.99
THE POWER OF PRAYER TO
CHANGE YOUR MARRIAGE
978-0-7369-2515-0, 256 pages, $13.99
by Stormie Omartian
Harvest, PB
This bestselling author addresses
specific areas of husbands’ and wives’
lives and teaches mates how to pray.
Men’s work, for example, impacts their
self-esteem. Wives can pray that the
work will be challenging and their husbands will find leisure time. Omartian
discusses 14 components of a strong
relationship and tells how prayer revitalized her struggling marriage. The
most important prayer one can make is
“change me.”
Omartian includes specific, doable
steps supported by Scripture, e.g.,
“Nine Ways to Display the Fruit of the
Spirit in My Marriage.” Her own story
shows the power of prayer and will
encourage readers to watch God work
in their lives.

REDISCOVERING YOUR HAPPILY
EVER AFTER
by PeggySue Wells
Kregel, 978-0-8254-3930-8, PB, 208
pages, $12.99
This newly divorced freelance writer
and speaker tells of her initial depression and also of her refusal to remain a
victim. She shares how she adjusted,
trained her children spiritually, replaced fears with faith, and learned to
live one day at a time.
Wells includes God’s promises to
comfort readers and points to Bible
characters who have come through similar situations victoriously. What is impossible is Himpossible.
SACRED MARRIAGE: What if God
Designed Marriage to Make Us Holy
More Than to Make Us Happy?
by Gary Thomas
Zondervan, 978-0-310-24282-6, PB, 256
pages, $14.99
Marriage helps people deepen their
relationship with God. Through marriage, men and women learn unconditional love, respect, and forgiveness.
They become selfless as they consider
their partners’ needs, and they persevere since they have vowed to stick together for better or worse.
If couples develop these disciplines,
their attitudes toward each other will
change. Their walks with God will
deepen. They will be forgiving, selfless,
and humble toward others and be His
witnesses in the world. Award-winning author Thomas shows how.
SAVING YOUR MARRIAGE BEFORE
IT STARTS, expanded and updated
by Les & Leslie Parrott
Zondervan, 978-0-310-25982-4, HB,
154 pages, $19.99
Psychologist Les Parrott and his
wife, Leslie, a marriage and family counselor, help couples gain healthy expectations of marriage, realistic concepts
of love, and positive attitudes toward
life. They show how to communicate
feelings, understand and accept gender

B O O K
differences, and “fight fair.” They list
specific ways to create intimacy and
write of the dangers of self-pity, blame,
and resentment.
The Parrotts help couples prepare for
marriage by laying a solid foundation
from a psychological viewpoint. They
address specifically what to do when
the romance wears off and help couples
master skills with the goal of pleasing
God.
WHAT DID YOU EXPECT?: Redeeming the Realities of Marriage
by Paul David Tripp
Crossway, 978-1-4335-1176-9, HB, 256
pages, $21.99
Pastor Tripp helps couples revital-

R O U N D U P

ize “cold” marriages. He explains the
importance of regularly reconciling differences, pulling out dangerous weeds
like selfishness, and sowing seeds of
sacrificial love and gentleness. He challenges couples to change themselves
first and encourages them to worship
the third Person around whom their
marriage revolves.
Tripp explains each concept thoroughly. He includes what the Bible says
and provides tips for practical application. His challenge to “change me first,
Lord” is convicting and will keep mates
from being judgmental.
_______________________________________
Cindy Grabill oversees her church’s book
table. She features a book of the week in the

B U L L E T I N

bulletin and a book of the month in the newsletter.
E-mail your topic suggestions for this
column to Cindy at cindygrabill@aol.com.

Always read something that will make
you look good if you die in the middle
of it.
—P.J. O’Rourke
A book is like a garden carried in the
pocket.
—Chinese Proverb

B O A R D
Check Out What’s New
in Our Library
Tiger: I love reading about Bible stories that
have lots of action and adventure.
Pig and bunny: Will you read us a bedtime story?
Dog: Hey! Did you hear we have lots of
new books in our library?
Horse and dog: Read with a friend! You’ll
be buddies till the end!

—Phyllis Jones, librarian
Lawrenceville First United Methodist
Church, Lawrenceville, Ill.
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Bible
& Theology
ALL THAT JESUS ASKS: How His
Questions Can Teach and Transform
Us
by Stan Guthrie
Baker, 978-0-8010-7154-6, PB, 343
pages, $19.99
Jesus asked some of the best questions of any teacher who ever lived.
Christianity Today editor Guthrie systematically explores nearly 300 of the
questions Jesus asked during His ministry, covering areas that include who
men said He was, who would drink living water, who would be born again,
and who would pick up his or her cross
daily.
All That Jesus Asks provides a welldeveloped and detailed analysis of a
key aspect of Jesus’ ministry. Guthrie
intensely explores all of the implications of those questions. However, the
comprehensive nature of this book
means it is not a quick read. It could be
a bit more direct in its approach. Overall, it is a good option for people who
want to expand their understanding of
Jesus’ outreach ministry. AJ
DEEPER INTO THE WORD: Reflections on 100 Words from the New Testament
by Keri Wyatt Kent
Bethany, 978-0-7642-0842-3, PB, 247
pages, $13.99
For readers desiring to dig deeper
into the Bible but who have never studied Hebrew or Greek, this book is a Godsend. Using academic books from credible publishers, Kent meticulously
researched the background of 100
words and explains in everyday language what they mean in context. She
applies that information in such a way
that the book changes from a reference
book to a devotional study. Her twopage explanations are laced with Scrip14 Church Libraries • Summer 2011
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ture and quotes from writers respected
for their ability to interpret It. Back matter includes an appendix of helpful Web
sites, a Greek index, and citations for
quotes.
This book is meant to be read with
Bible at hand. Writer and speaker Kent
aptly suggests it be thought of as a
shovel to dig deeper or a light to help
you see better. I’m puzzled at the inclusion of words like care, fruit, and new to
the exclusion of a word like baptism.
Nevertheless, this book deserves a place
in your church library. HIM
IS GOD A MORAL MONSTER?: Making Sense of the Old Testament God
by Paul Copan
Baker, 978-0-8010-7275-8, PB, 256
pages, $14.99
In this brilliant book, Copan, one of
the leading apologists in America today, focuses on the bestselling New
Atheists (Richard Dawkins, Christopher Hitchens, Daniel Dennett, Sam
Harris), who accuse the God of the Old
Testament of being a moral monster.
Copan argues convincingly that the
Israelites were in every area more moral
than other peoples of the Ancient Near
East. He devotes at least one chapter to
women, the bride-price, polygamy, slavery, the killing of Canaanites, religious
laws, religion as the root of all evil and
violence, and the possibility of morality without God in ways that clearly
demonstrate the superiority of his understanding of the Bible over the almost
ridiculously shallow understanding of
the New Atheists (“left-wing fundamentalists”).
This book would make an outstanding addition to all church libraries. The
study questions at the end make it an
excellent adult Bible-class or smallgroup study. LRK
THE LION GUIDE TO THE BIBLE
by Peter Walker
Lion, 978-0-7459-5292-5, HB, 318
pages, $29.95
Walker’s main intent is to introduce

the Bible to those who are new to it. He
covers all 66 books, dividing them into
sections (law, history, wisdom, etc.) and
then discussing each one individually.
This book is filled with charts, maps,
photos, and timelines. The author summarizes each book and often uses
sidebars for key chapters, verses, or persons. The chapters are relatively short
and easy to read.
Walker is a tutor at the University of
Oxford. This book is quite beautiful
with color photographs, use of colored
boxes for specific information, and
other tools. Since this reference book is
primarily for those unfamiliar with the
Bible, I recommend it only for church
librarians who seek to greatly expand
their reference section or have a lot of
new believers using the library. JA
LUKE: The Gospel of Amazement
Biblical Imagination Series
by Michael Card
InterVarsity, 978-0-8308-3855-6, PB,
272 pages, $18
The average church member is intimidated by scholarly commentaries.
So Card, a well-known musician, has
written a commentary on Luke for the
average church member. It has almost
no footnotes and a bibliography of only
five books, all commentaries that Card
prepares readers for in the hope that
they will desire more information. This
commentary is basically a contemporary paraphrase of the text of the
Holman Christian Standard Bible, a
chapter at a time, with a few interesting
points on Luke that few church members will know.
It is part of a series of four volumes
on the Gospels that attempt to go beyond the commentary to use the Godgiven imagination. For the church member who hungers to know the Bible
better but doesn’t have the background
to read a scholarly commentary, I recommend this volume heartily. LRK

BOOK
UNDERSTANDING JESUS: Cultural
Insights into the Words and Deeds of
Christ
by Joe Amaral
FaithWords, 978-0-446-58476-0, PB, 208
pages, $13.99
It is impossible to understand the
ministry of Jesus without first understanding His culture and heritage.
Amaral investigates several Jewish traditions, festivals, laws, and teaching
rhetoric; and he studies biblical texts in
sequence to garner deeper meaning
from Jesus’ acts.
A product of years of careful research, this book is informative but written in a way that is easy to understand.
Amaral, a teacher and conductor of
Holy Land tours, was careful to invite
all Christians, regardless of denomination, to learn more about Christ. He
meticulously cited his research and provided sources for further study and
understanding. Plus he used illustrations and examples to apply the concepts and included various applications of each, recognizing that knowledge without application is useless. I
found this book immensely helpful to
my spiritual walk and recommend it for
anyone seeking to know Christ more intimately. KMS
ZONDERVAN DICTIONARY OF
BIBLICAL IMAGERY
edited by John A. Beck
Zondervan, 978-0-310-29285-2, HB,
282 pages, $29.99
This interesting dictionary helps us
understand the culture of the biblical
world and, thus, understand more of
the imagery in the Bible. Each entry has
a picture or map to help us understand
the term. For example, the section on
“basket” has a photo of a woman weaving a basket, while the “Hebron” entry
includes a map showing its position
between Jerusalem and Beersheba. In
addition to the visual aids, the entry’s
usage in the Bible is discussed and more
detail about the word is given. In the
“wolf” entry, we learn which wolves
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lived in Bible lands, their habits, and
the use of the term in the Bible.
Beck is an adjunct professor at Jerusalem University College. He has succeeded in making this book useful to
the Bible reader by increasing knowledge of the times. Recommended for
church and school libraries. JA

Biography
& Memoir
GRAY MATTER
by David Levy with Joel Kilpatrick
Tyndale, 978-1-4143-3975-7, PB, 304
pages, $14.99
Neurosurgeon Levy decided to add
an extra procedure to his surgeries: He
prays with his patients. Humbling himself from playing God to acknowledging his status as God’s imperfect servant, Levy overcame fears of what patients, nurses, and colleagues would
think and learned that some people
need spiritual, as well as physical, healing.
Gray Matter combines spiritual encouragement and medical drama in incredible stories of miracles on and off
the surgery table. After becoming comfortable praying for patients, Levy expanded his ministry to help patients
become right with God before surgery.
Levy defines medical terms and procedures clearly and unobtrusively, so
readers can enjoy the captivating stories without distractions. The chapters
occasionally feel disjointed, and the
ending lacks closure. But many readers
will be encouraged and challenged by
this book. ARM
PEOPLE LIKE US: Life with Rob Lacey
by Sandra Lacey & Steve Stickley
Zondervan, 978-0-310-31904-7, PB, 271
pages, $14.99
This book is not another Christian
biography. It is a moving memoir of Rob

Lacey, poet, author, and actor, squeezing every moment out of life and giving
all the glory to God. Rob’s best pal,
Steve, and wife, Sandra, share his rollercoaster ride from cancer to fame and finally to death. Rob continues to inspire
with his poems, books (e.g., The Word
on the Street), and the retelling of his
personal experiences.
Rob’s story is beautifully told in a
conversational tone. Lessons about
love, family, art, and death emerge from
the pages. Christian artists would be
especially encouraged to read Rob’s testimony. This book is most appropriate
for a mature audience because of some
content and uses of profanity. MAZ
REGGIE: You Can’t Change Your Past,
but You Can Change Your Future
by Reggie Dabbs with John Driver
Nelson, 978-0-8499-4626-4, PB, 221
pages, $15.99
Shame. Pain. Loneliness. Rejection.
These words are elements of many teenagers’ lives, as Dabbs knows firsthand.
He draws from his heart-wrenching testimony to show that life doesn’t need to
be lived in shadows of rejection or
memories of humiliation. There is a
heavenly Father who accepts us despite
our scars.
Dabbs’s transparent honesty in sharing stories from his own life makes readers laugh one minute and weep the
next. Recognized as one of today’s most
influential public speakers in high
schools, he shares his insecurities and
pain from a broken past while revealing the relentless love of God. Dabbs
weaves Scripture, personal stories, and
humorous anecdotes into a refreshing,
down-to-earth style of sharing. Reggie
is an inspiring book for teens, parents,
and youth workers wanting to relate
better to teens. BS
UNPLANNED
by Abby Johnson with Cindy Lambert
Tyndale, 978-1-4143-3939-9, HB, 267
pages, $22.99
Johnson, director of a Planned ParChurch Libraries • Summer 2011 15
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enthood clinic, made news when she
quit her job in 2009 due to a moral
epiphany and joined the Coalition for
Life. She tells her story and what her
experiences were like on both sides of
the fence between pro-life and prochoice.
Johnson’s story is personal and easy
to connect with, though at times I felt
there was too much buildup and foreshadowing. Her experiences give her a
unique perspective and the ability to
share the problems and strengths of
each side of the battle. She writes in a
nonjudgmental, conversational style.
She emphasizes God’s work in her life
and her understanding of how He
works, as well as her experiences with
various churches and the impact her
career choice had on her relationships
both in and out of church. I recommend
this book for anyone who wishes to better understand the debate between prolife and pro-choice. KMS
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sponding to God’s creations or His expressions of love.
The artwork is not overly sophisticated, but it captures the exploratory
wonder of a child’s curiosity. The
book’s final entry is “God Is with Us,”
and that is the most wonderful fact
anyone can learn about God. This is a
detailed, simple, biblically sound approach to helping a child begin to appreciate God’s magnitude. DEH

Picture Books

RONNIE WILSON’S GIFT
by Francis Chan
Cook, 987-0-7814-0477-8, HB, 36 pages,
$12.99
The idea of giving to Christ by giving to others is strongly portrayed as
Ronnie Wilson, a Little-League sports
enthusiast, first attempts to mail his
most cherished possession, his baseball
mitt, to Jesus in response to the everlasting love He gives daily. However,
Ronnie learns that what Jesus wants is
for him to be kind to others. That is what
pleases Jesus most.
With the combination of colorful,
detailed illustrations and a clear gospel message from Chan, this book will
have a positive teaching impact on
youngsters ages five and older about
how to live like Jesus. CMV

IMAGES OF GOD FOR YOUNG
CHILDREN
by Marie-Hélène Delval
Eerdmans, 978-0-8028-5391-2, HB, 90
pages, $16.50
Since the abstract concept of God is
difficult for a child to grasp mentally,
Delval has compiled a list of titles (king,
savior, friend), natural forces (wind,
light, paths), and righteous components
(wisdom, love, mercy) that are representative of God’s might and role. Each
page has an overview descriptive title,
such as “God Is Holiness” and “God Is
Life,” followed by eight or nine lines of
explanation as to how God’s character
is reflected in that particular element of
His being. Opposite the written page is
a color picture showing a child re-

SAMMY, THE LITTLE BROKEN
SHELL
by Carol Hamblet Adams
Harvest House, 978-0-7369-2439-9,
HB, 32 pages, $14.99
Fred Rogers used to tell children, “I
like you just the way you are.” That
theme is presented in this colorful book
for children ages three to six. Sammy is
a scallop in fifth grade and the hero of
his class because his home run won the
championship game. However, when
Sammy gets clunked by a dropped anchor and his shell is cracked, the other
sea creatures laugh at his ugly appearance and no longer play with him. Days
later, his teacher, Miss Lobster, gets
caught in a lobster trap; and no one can
save her except Sammy. He uses his

Children
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sharp-edged, broken shell to cut
through the trap’s ropes. His teacher is
rescued, and she gives Sammy an
award. His classmates cheer for him.
Although there are no biblical references or parallels presented in this
book, lessons in self-esteem, universal
respect, and kindness are obvious. The
book has a page of questions parents
can ask youngsters as a way of discussing such issues as prejudice and elitism. The artwork is computer generated,
colorful, and functional, if not graphically compelling; and the vocabulary is
right for beginning readers. DEH
THAT’S WHEN I TALK TO GOD
by Dan & Alison Morrow
Cook, 978-1-4347-0018-6, HB, 36 pages,
$12.99
In this colorfully illustrated story, a
little girl learns she can pray anytime,
not only before going to bed. Her mother
asks her to try praying whenever she
wants to talk to God. She does so the
next day with her friend, at the park,
and amidst several other situations. The
illustrations are beautiful, with whimsical backgrounds and contrasting colors.
Children reared in Christian homes
might wonder why the little girl did not
pray at mealtimes or while in church.
The book also has a disquieting emphasis of God talking through guilt. The
book’s vocabulary will be slightly challenging for a six-year-old; and although
the graphics are attractive, the book
runs a little too long to maintain a young
child’s continuous attention. JLF

Early Readers
ANDI’S PONY TROUBLE
ANDI’S INDIAN SUMMER
Circle C Beginnings #1-2
by Susan K. Marlow
Kregel, 978-0-8254-4181-3, 978-0-82544182-0, PB, 70-76 pages, $4.99
Marlow’s first-chapter books for 6to 8-year-olds are set in the western U.S.
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SERIES UPDATES
Circle C Beginnings
by Susan K. Marlow
Kregel, $4.99
#3 Andi’s Fair Surprise
978-0-8254-4184-4
#4 Andi’s Scary School Days
978-0-8254-4183-7
in the late 1800s. In Andi’s Pony Trouble,
Andi is the youngest sibling in a ranch
family and wants a horse instead of an
old, grumpy pony. She’s almost six
years old and knows she is ready for
the responsibility and fun of a horse.
In the second book, Andi’s friend
reads her a dime novel, The Indian Captive. After hearing the adventure story,
Andi becomes fearful about encountering Native Americans. Of course, she
meets members of the Yokut Indian tribe
who help her when she becomes lost.
Both books have a “New Words”
section with definitions to help readers
understand historical or difficult words.
Even though the historical content is
interesting, I don’t recommend these
books since Andi’s repeated disobedience and irresponsibility are not adequately addressed and sometimes even
seem rewarded. JA

Juvenile
GOD’S NAMES
by Sally Michael
P&R, 978-159638-219-0, PB, 119 pages,
$16.99
This marvelous tool for parents and
their elementary children is designed
to be read together. Twenty-six chapters cover such names for God as
Elohim, Strong Tower, and Adonai, using Scripture and biblical stories. The
text is followed by “Learning to Trust
God” which has reading selections from
the Bible, discussion questions for the
child and family, and activities. Each
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SERIES UPDATE
Sequel to The Blue Umbrella
by Mike Mason
Cook, 978-1-4347-6525-3, $9.99
The Violet Flash

chapter also has an appropriate color
illustration.
Michael is the cofounder of Children
Desiring God and a Baptist Minister for
Program Development and Resources.
God’s Names is adapted from Sunday
school curriculum published by Children Desiring God. This book will help
children learn much about God’s heart
and that He can be trusted to be true to
His names. Highly recommended for
church and school libraries. JA

Christian
Education
CONNECTING IN COMMUNITIES:
Understanding the Dynamics of Small
Groups
by Eddie Mosley
NavPress, 978-1-61521-685-7, PB, 183
pages, $14.99
Church educators and small-group
leaders looking for inspiration and instruction on how to create a Christ-centered, scripturally sound small-group
ministry will appreciate this book.
Topics include first steps to starting
a small group or changing an existing
ministry, organizing and focusing on
objectives, designing a system for a particular church, developing leadership,
planning curriculum, and dealing with
issues that will arise. Each chapter
closes with five practical steps and five
questions or suggestions for a small
group. Also included is an appendix
with a calendar of events, characteris-

tics of a disciple, sample covenant, and
other helpful information.
This readable resource is illustrated
with Mosley’s personal experiences, as
well as stories and practices from a host
of small-group writers. Mosley is executive director of GroupLife at LifePoint
Church, a speaker for small-group conferences, and regional leader for the
Small-Group Network. I recommend
this entertaining and instructive guide
for church libraries and leaders. LGM

Curriculum
CHRIST-FOLLOWER
A DVD-Based Study
by Seacoast Church
Nelson, DVD + participant’s guide,
978-1-4185-4414-0, 30 minutes, $19.99
Luke 6 is the basis for this motivational Bible study on following Christ.
Six sessions cover calm (keeping the
Sabbath), choices, blessings, love, judgment, and foundations for living. The
guide connects our reality with the
Word. There is an in-depth Scripture
study of reading, reflecting, and taking
action, then time for discussion with ice
breakers and other questions. Short
video segments encourage discussion,
and each session closes in prayer and
commitment. There is also information
for youth and family discussion and
space for notes.
This resource is detailed and well
written, with an eye-catching, easy-tofollow format. The authors use personal
illustrations and Scripture research to
inspire doers of the Word. They are all
leaders in Seacoast Church. Recommended for church and school libraries, youth and small groups, individuals, and families. LGM
PUTTING PLAN B INTO ACTION
A DVD-Based Study
by Pete Wilson
Nelson, DVD + participant’s guide,
978-1-4185-4607-6, 80 minutes, $19.99
This resource is an exemplary Bible
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study on accessing God’s plan for our
lives, which includes an appeal to nonbelievers also. Each session starts with
a video that introduces the main idea
and topic for discussion. The participant’s guide continues with a list of
discussion questions. Journaling is suggested to record any extra thoughts or
notes. Five days of thought-provoking
personal devotions are included after
each of the six sessions.
The DVD starts each session with a
compelling story for the hook. Group
guidelines and rules are recorded, so
the group feels comfortable in sharing.
Pastor Wilson clearly reveals how God
cares and transforms us so we can embrace our reality and is scripturally
sound. Recommended for church and
school libraries, small groups, and individuals. LGM

Christian
Living
FOLLOWING GOD ONE YES AT A
TIME: Overcoming the 6 Barriers That
Hold You Back
by Connie Cavanaugh
Harvest House, 978-0-7369-3017-8, PB,
224 pages, $12.99
Speaker and author Cavanaugh tells
her experiences with her husband in
their ministry, combining her humorous outlook and deep insights that
brought them through dry times. She
says there are six obstacles to hinder
faith and then gives action steps to get
over each one.
Using a conversational style with
quotes, stories, and Bible verses and
examples, she guides readers through
her journey. Soon they can apply these
to their own journeys. If there is someone who is needing to step out in faith
to change her life, this book could be
the encouragement that person needs.
Focusing on pursuing dreams, over18 Church Libraries • Summer 2011
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coming barriers, discernment, and dayto-day faith to get through the impossible, Cavanaugh’s inspirational stories
will get you moving and saying yes to
God. Notes at the end. CWM
HOW CAN I BELIEVE WHEN I HAVE
SO MANY DOUBTS?
by Michael A. Babcock
Harvest House, 978-0-7369-3073-4, PB,
203 pages, $12.99
Delving deeply into the sensitive issue of doubt, Babcock examines doubt’s
destructive power and its benefits. Pulling from biblical examples, historical
Christians, philosophers, and theologians, he redefines doubt and its relationship with faith and sin. Addressing common questions, the book strips
away the misconceptions of doubt as a
sin and reveals the reality of doubt as
an integral part of humanity. He offers
tools to analyze and process the questions doubt raises, proving it to be a
potential faith builder.
Motivated by his own experience,
Babcock, a professor of humanities at
Liberty University, seeks to encourage
Christians in their faith despite and
even because of doubt. An easy book to
follow, each chapter includes a key
idea, subtitles, summary paragraph,
and reflection questions. It is helpful to
Christians in all walks of faith, especially to new believers. EBW
A PLACE CALLED BLESSING
by John Trent with Annette Smith
Nelson, 978-0-8499-4618-9, PB, 176
pages, $15.99
Josh, who was orphaned at a young
age, tossed around different foster
homes, and separated from his brothers, tries to endure his scarred past. He
is so hardened he has promised himself not to trust anyone again. But when
he receives compassion and care from
a new family he stays with, his heart
begins to soften. Eventually he learns
to love.
This story is believable and flows
naturally. The narration is conversa-

tional, which makes for an endearing
series of episodes. The powerful Christian themes of forgiveness and acceptance, combined with the need every
human has to be loved and cared for,
makes this story an inspiring tale for
adult readers. MA
PURE DESIRE: Moral Sanity in a SexSaturated Culture
by Gary Inrig
Discovery House, 978-157293-383-5,
PB, 256 pages, $ 12.99
God’s purpose for sexuality and
marriage has been so distorted by everything in our culture that sexual purity is clouded for even the most disciplined Christian. Pastor Inrig gives
practical understanding of what God
intended for man, using Scripture, wise
counsel, and quotes from other authors
like C. S. Lewis. Every sexual temptation is addressed from marriage battles
to a five-year-old girl’s dolls to homosexuality to singles and sex. Some
people may not even be aware of the
battlegrounds, but he points them out
and gives steps to attack them and keep
purity in your Christian walk and family.
Do realize the content of this book is
for adults from young singles to engaged and married couples to parents.
Notes at the end. This biblical, practical, and conservative book will help
equip Christians in the world we navigate today. CWM
REVISE US AGAIN: Living from a
Renewed Christian Script
by Frank Viola
Cook, 978-1-4347-68665-0, PB, 176
pages, $16.99
This book will stimulate your
thoughts toward assessing what you
believe and why. It bypasses the focus
of denominational lines in order to support greater understanding and unity
among believers. Each chapter is
packed with scriptural and real-life examples, as well as Viola’s personal experiences.
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Most of the topics, such as religious
vocabulary, biblical focus of the gospel,
and a limited view of God, will be familiar to an experienced Christian. But
the writing style generates personal reflection and produces respectful consideration of dissimilar beliefs. Viola, a
freelance writer and speaker who specializes in the deeper Christian life, offers new insights and encouragement
by clearly defining the ways people experience the Holy Spirit today. This
book is best suited for personal evaluation and reflection for a mature Christian. MCA
RIGHT HERE, RIGHT NOW: Everyday Mission for Everyday People
by Alan Hirsch & Lance Ford
Baker, 978-0-8010-7223-9, PB, 264
pages, $14.99
This guide for ridding yourself of
earthy treasures and laying up treasures (people) in heaven stresses the
need for going to “ground zero” to help
people wherever they are right now. The
focus is on living, learning, and leading. Methods are vividly presented with
scriptural applications, coupled with
practical, intriguing, true-to-life vignettes. Believers are encouraged to
meet everyday people on their own turf,
move into their neighborhoods, befriend
them, and then share the gospel in terms
they understand.
Specific directions show how to
move out into missionary engagement;
move into the culture of those who are
unreached; move alongside, engaging
in friendship; and help people move
from the dehumanizing and sinful aspects of our culture. This plan for obeying Christ’s command to reach the lost
is workable, but it’s not a quick fix. I
highly recommend this guide to all believers. HIM
TAKING YOUR SOUL TO WORK
by R. Paul Stevens & Alvin Ung
Eerdmans, 978-0-8028-6559-5, PB, 200
pages, $14
This book uses three formats. Each
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section begins with a typed-out dialogue (often stilted) between the two
authors on chapter topics. Next, the
book separates each workplace sin into
subcategories of “struggle, fruit, and
outcome” to examine merits and challenges of the issue at hand. And, third,
it concludes with discussion questions
for self-examination or use with group
studies. To the normal seven deadly
sins, Stevens and Ung add two more:
restlessness and boredom. After analyzing each sin from a biblical perspective,
often referencing Scripture and frequently quoting from long-dead priests
and monks, they present counterpoint
life options, including joy, love, gentleness, and patience.
With 27 parts, it is impossible to go
in-depth on any one topic. The authors
do use Jesus as a role model and, in most
instances, present modern-day dilemmas in the workplace. But the book is
more of a thought-provoker than a thorough analysis of each sinful circumstance. They raise issues and provide
some advice, but readers are left needing to do a lot more digging and studying on their own. DEH
TRANSFORMING PRAYER: How
Everything Changes When You Seek
God’s Face
by Daniel Henderson
Bethany, 978-0-7642-0851-5, PB, 236
pages, $13.99
Henderson wrote to inspire a biblical, fresh, practical approach to God that
will revolutionize readers’ prayer lives.
He believes prayer should be a transforming experience in the Holy of Holies, a seeking of God’s face according
to the patterns we find in Scripture,
rather than coming to Him for a handout. He downplays the use of prayer
lists with their focus on personal problems, in contrast to prayers that focus
on knowing Christ.
Three-fourths of pastor Henderson’s
presentation of biblical truth and testimonies is for motivating readers to
change the focus of their prayer lives.

The final chapters give practical suggestions for application. I agree that
spending quality time with an open
Bible and delighting in God’s character is a vital starting point for prayer.
But participating in unprogrammed
days or weekends of prayer is not an
option for most of us, nor can we act as
salt and light while living in our prayer
towers. This book comes across as unbalanced in its perspective. HIM
WALLS: Why Everybody’s Stuck (and
Nobody Has to Be)
by Ryan Rush
Tyndale, 978-1-4143-3736-4, PB, 254
pages, $14.99
We all face walls. They can be social
barriers, cultural blocks, educational
limits, financial strains, or physical disabilities. They sometimes keep us from
having truly meaningful relationships
with others and God. But when we apply God’s promises to our lives, we can
break through these walls to what God
wants for us.
Pastor Rush describes step-by-step
ways to break through these walls by
applying powerful promises. He talks
candidly and directly about how we
form our own walls of disbelief, doubt,
guilt, and self-deception; and he provides scriptural lessons for how to scale
or break down these walls. He also includes stories of others who have broken through their walls. This is a pragmatic book for believers who need
encouragement and motivation to move
forward in life. NS
WEIRD: Because Normal Isn’t Working
by Craig Groeschel
Zondervan, 978-0-310-32790-3, HB,
239 pages, $19.99
Busyness, uncontrolled spending,
unfulfilled marriages, sexual immorality, and endless stress are all routine
for too many people in the 21st century.
The majority of folks, including many
Christians, are leading deeply unsatisfying lives. Maybe “normal” isn’t workChurch Libraries • Summer 2011 19
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ing anymore. Maybe it’s time to become
godly and “weird,” as Groeschel proposes. He takes each subject (time,
money, relationships, sex, and values)
and talks about how we can live differently and more fulfilling although we
may seem “weird.”
Pastor Groeschel uses anecdotes and
a conversational tone that is nonthreatening. His examples from Scripture and
modern times show that individuals
must take control of their lives in order
to please God and find true normalcy.
This book is entertaining but also spot
on as a reflection of our times. NS

Evangelism
& Missions
Apologetics
THE DEFENDER’S GUIDE FOR
LIFE’S TOUGHEST QUESTIONS
by Ray Comfort
Master Books, 978-0-89051-604-1, PB,
176 pages, $12.99
Equipping readers to steer intellectual arguments toward spiritual truth,
this book gathers questions and arguments Comfort has been challenged
with and shares the answers he has
given. Questions cover a broad range of
topics, from suffering and God to atheism and evolution, from the justness of
God to the idea of creation and a young
Earth. Responses begin by addressing
intellectual matters and then progress
to turning thoughts toward eternity.
This book provides guidance to
Christians in responding to challenging questions designed to make them
stumble. Comfort, a TV host and apologist, demonstrates how to respond respectfully while still holding true to
Scripture. It is a text worthy of church
libraries’ shelves. MLS
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DEMOLISHING SUPPOSED BIBLE
CONTRADICTIONS, Volume 1
edited by Ken Ham
Master Books, 978-0-890-51600-3, PB,
141 pages, $12.99
Genesis has two creation accounts.
Judas died this way. These and 38 other
“contradictions” are addressed by various authors who succinctly identify,
explain, and settle such contradictions.
Ham divides the allegations by Bible
books with captivating titles encapsulating the confusion in a witty phrase
(i.e., “Bats of a Feather”). Ham, president and CEO of Answers in Genesis,
provides a venue for quick analysis and
sharp responses to the person raising
the contradiction.
The introduction is a brief instruction in logical thinking and how to address contradictions. In the following
chapters, a person who presents the
biblical frame of reference fields each
allegation then gives a summary answer. The section about the two ages of
Ahaziah contains textual criticism information that is succinct and direct.
Footnotes provide additional information. Recommended for apologetics sections for reference. BE
NO ARGUMENT FOR GOD: Going
Beyond Reason in Conversations
about Faith
by John Wilkinson
InterVarsity, 978-0-8308-3420-4, PB,
176 pages, $15
Wilkinson asks us to imagine a
Christianity that doesn’t have to prove
itself to skeptics and “just shine[s] in
all of its bizarre splendor.” To suggest
that there are no arguments that are
helpful to faith is extreme, though I
agree that faith goes beyond reason to
ask “why” questions reason can’t answer because it is limited to “what”
questions. He doesn’t get around to
admitting that the use of reason is biblical until chapter 12 of 14.
Many of the chapter titles are negative, e.g., “All in Your Head” and “No
Stranger to Nonsense.” In short, this

book argues for an almost totally subjective faith, whereas the Bible argues
that God has created us to live by reason and faith. I cannot recommend this
book for any church library because it
is so negative. It is negative in its title
and even in its cover. Though the author has divinity and doctoral degrees
from prestigious evangelical schools,
his undergraduate atheistic philosophy
instructor apparently influenced him to
reject all rational arguments for Christianity and espouse instead “holy madness” or “irrational faith.” LRK

Evangelism
A RABBI LOOKS AT JESUS OF NAZARETH
by Jonathan Bernis
Chosen, 978-0-800-79506-1, PB, 239
pages, $15.99
As president and CEO of Jewish
Voice Ministries and its weekly TV
show, Bernis seeks to share with other
Jews his search and acceptance of
Yeshua HaMashiach: Jesus. Written for
both Jews and Christians, he shares his
journey and biblical reasons for accepting Jesus as the promised Messiah.
Short, specific chapters identify the process and means for his conclusion.
Bernis supplies a scriptural and Hebrew language/culture rationale for his
position with numerous Bible citations.
A section where he references his endtimes views may conflict with some
readers’ views, and readers without a
basic to moderate understanding of Jewish culture may not understand all of
his points. Recommended especially for
churches with Jewish outreach. BE

Missions
WHAT CAN I DO?
by David Livermore
Zondervan, 978-0-310-32596-3, PB, 202
pages, $14.99
“So much to do,” we often lament.
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Livermore acknowledges this observation and gives guidance to get past it.
He writes of people who are making a
global difference in their work,
churches, and communities without
unrealistic expectations. The “Before
You Turn the Page” section at the end
of each chapter helps readers personalize and apply the material immediately.
Appendices and notes are helps, but the
chapters contain enough information
for readers to make a difference now
and here.
Writing in a conversational tone,
Livermore, president of the Cultural Intelligence Center in Michigan, acknowledges ministry options and challenges
today as well as the guilt of not doing
enough with sensitivity and hope. His
writing provides direction and honest
encouragement to meet those challenges. Unlike some missions books,
Livermore asks the reader to start now
where he or she is at to make a global
difference with decisions from laboratories to lunchrooms. Recommended for
individuals and mission groups. BE

Fiction
ABIGAIL’S NEW HOPE
The Wayne County Series #1
by Mary Ellis
Harvest House, 978-0-7369-3009-3, PB,
352 pages, $13.99
When midwife and Plain woman
Abigail Graber loses a patient during a
home-birth, she is charged with accidental manslaughter and sent to prison.
This shocking event spins a web of confusion throughout the Amish community, leaving Abigail’s tragedy to put a
black mark on the whole community.
Will she be shunned by her family and
friends, or will she find justice in the
midst of outside accusations?
Whereas the setting of the story will
be familiar to readers of Amish fiction,
Ellis has created an original and refreshing plot. Characters are not espe-
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cially complex, but readers from various backgrounds will be able to identify with the desires and emotions they
express throughout the book. As a
whole, Abigail’s New Hope is a touching
story that will hold special appeal for
women of all ages. KLT
THE ALARMISTS
by Don Hoesel
Bethany, 978-0-7642-0562-0, PB, 384
pages, $14.99
Set among 2012 doomsday scenarios, The Alarmists weaves together
the paranormal and political to create
a vivid, exciting thriller. Sociology professor Dr. Brent Michaels is recruited
by the Pentagon for a lofty mission: Investigate, predict, and prevent the collapse of civilizations.
While there is a clear, Christian viewpoint, the novel is not explicitly Christian. Instead, faith plays a supporting
role in enhancing the characters. There
are scenes of violence and hints of profanity and sexuality, but they are always
handled cleanly and tastefully. The
Alarmists perfectly strikes the balance
of appealing simultaneously to Christian and secular readers.
Characterization is excellent, and the
subtle nuances in dialogue far outshine
virtually any other novel. The conclusion, though unexpected, provides an
acceptably satisfying resolution. Meant
for men, this book could potentially
open spiritual dialogue with unbelievers. Recommended. RD
THE AMBITION
by Lee Strobel
Zondervan, 978-0-310-29267-8, HB,
288 pages, $24.99
Journalist Garry Strider is searching
for Pulitzer-worthy dirt on pastorturned-senatorial candidate Eric Snow.
Snow wants nothing more than to expand his influence in the world; but
he’s receiving conflicting advice from
his associate pastor and an accomplished federal prosecutor, a leader at
his Chicago megachurch. Attorney

SEQUELS
to Blaze of Glory
by Jeff Struecker & Alton Gansky
B&H, 978-14336-7140-1, $14.99
Fallen Angel
to Enemies Among Us
by Bob Hamer
Fidelis, 978-1-4336-7277-4, $15.99
Targets Down
to Indivisible
by Kristen Heitzmann
WaterBrook, 978-1-4000-7310-8,
$13.99
Indelible
to More than a Skeleton
by Paul L. Maier
Tyndale, 978-1-4143-3773-9,
$19.99
The Constantine Codex
to The Seeker
by Ann H. Gabhart
Revell, 978-0-8007-3454-1, $14.99
#4 The Blessed
to The Ultimate Life
by Jim Stovall
Cook, 978-1-4347-0314-9, $14.99
The Ultimate Journey
to Veiled Freedom
by Jeanette Windle
Tyndale, 978-1-4143-1476-1,
$13.99
Freedom’s Stand

Tom O’Sullivan has a secret that places
all their lives in jeopardy, and it’s only
a matter of time before someone finds
out.
Although The Ambition is Strobel’s
first novel, it does not disappoint readers. In this legal thriller, The New York
Times bestselling author explores the
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SERIES UPDATES
At Home in Beldon Grove
by Ann Shorey
Revell, 978-0-8007-3334-6, $14.99
#3 The Dawn of a Dream

The Gates of Heaven
by C. S. Lakin
Living Ink, 978-0-89957-889-7, $14.99
#2 The Map Across Time

The Solitary Tales
by Travis Thrasher
Cook, 978-1-4347-6419-5, $14.99
#2 Gravestone

Bailey Flanigan Series
by Karen Kingsbury
Zondervan, 978-0-310-27633-3,
$14.99
#2 Learning

The Great War
by Maureen Lang
Tyndale, 978-1-4143-2437-1, $12.99
Springtime of the Spirit

Tea with Millicent
by Trish Perry
Harvest House, 978-0-7369-3016-1,
$9.99
#2 Two for Tea

The Brides of Alba
by Linda Windsor
Cook, 978-1-4347-6477-5, $14.99
#2 Thief
The Callahans of Texas
by Sharon Gillenwater
Revell, 978-0-8007-3355-1, $14.99
#3 Megan’s Hero
Deep Haven
by Susan May Warren
Tyndale, 978-1-4143-3482-0, $13.99
#4 My Foolish Heart
Discarded Heroes
by Ronie Kendig
Barbour, 978-1-60260-783-5, $12.99
#2 Digitalis
The Dopple Ganger Chronicles
by G. P. Taylor
Tyndale, 978-1-4143-1949-0, $19.99
#3 The Great Mogul Diamond

role of faith in the American political
scene by setting his multifaceted, relatable characters in trying conflicts most
Americans couldn’t even imagine.
Readers will find it a refreshing call to
focus not on their struggles, but on the
One who can relieve their pain. MM
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Lake Manawa Summers
by Lorna Seilstad
Revell, 978-0-8007-3446-6, $14.99
#2 A Great Catch
Love Finds You
Summerside, 978-1-60936-104-4,
$12.99
Love Finds You in Tombstone Arizona
by Miralee Ferrell
Otter Bay
by Julie Carobini
B&H, 978-0-8054-4874-0, $14.99
#3 Fade to Blue
The River of Time
by Lisa T. Bergren
Cook, 978-1-4347-6431-7, $9.99
#2 Cascade
The Rose Trilogy
by Beverly Lewis
Bethany House, 978-0-7642-0600-9,
$14.99
#2 The Judgment

ANGEL SISTER
by Ann H. Gabhart
Revell, 978-0-8007-3381-0, PB, 407
pages, $14.99
Kate Merritt, the middle daughter of
three, struggles to keep her family together as her father falls to alcoholism
and her mother faces the extremity of

Texas Dreams
by Amanda Cabot
Revell, 978-0-8007-3326-1, $14.99
#3 Tomorrow’s Garden
The Wingfeather Saga
by Andrew Peterson
Rabbit Room, 978-0-9826214-3-1,
$13.99
#3 The Monster in the Hollows
The Women of Lancaster County
by Mindy Starns Clark & Leslie
Gould
Harvest House, 978-0-7369-3861-7,
$13.99
#2 The Amish Nanny
Women of Justice
by Lynette Eason
Revell, 978-0-8007-3371-1, $14.99
#3 A Killer Among Us
Yada Yada House of Hope
by Neta Jackson
Nelson, 978-1-59554-863-4, $14.99
#4 Who is My Shelter?
their dire financial situation. With her
parents’ marriage on the line and the
continuation of her sisters’ ability to
remain oblivious, Kate is amazed when
Lorena, a young, abandoned girl, turns
out to be exactly what her family needs.
With a message that will hit the
hearts of families, Gabhart does an ex-
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cellent job of revealing both love and
determination. Her narrative style relies heavily on natural-sounding dialogue (she knows girls!), so the reader
seems to be part of the discussions and
activities. This book is entertaining, but
it is also beneficial to readers who are
wrestling with family issues and desiring to see God’s hand at work. CMV
BENEATH THE NIGHT TREE
by Nicole Baart
Tyndale, 978-1-4143-2323-7, PB, 379
pages, $12.99
Single mother Julia DeSmit lives a
quiet life in the country with her fiveyear-old son, 10-year-old brother, and
elderly grandmother. She has a wonderful boyfriend whom she hopes to
marry one day, and she’s holding down
a decent job. Life with her makeshift
family is simple, and she likes it that
way. To her dismay, though, an unexpected e-mail from her son’s father arrives, threatening to compromise her
comfortable existence.
Much like Baart’s earlier novels, this
one is composed of elegant prose with
simple, beautiful depictions of Julia’s
life with her family. However, despite
Baart’s graceful writing style, this novel
has an ordinary, predictable plot. The
book offers enjoyable, but light reading
and is not for readers expecting a story
that will stretch their minds. MM
BESIDE STILL WATERS
by Tricia Goyer
B&H, 978-1-4336-6868-5, PB, 258
pages, $14.99
How can one daughter replace two?
Marianna Sommer was born the same
night her two sisters died and must live
with this question. Always trying to be
the perfect daughter, Marianna agrees
to move with her family from Indiana
to another Amish community in Montana. In the end, Marianna is torn between the “English” and Amish ways,
between two men, and between the God
of her upbringing and a personal God.
The first 10 chapters seem to echo
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the plot of many other Amish novels.
Marianna falls in love with an Amish
boy, whereas her brother leaves the
church. The book takes a refreshing twist,
however, when Marianna and her family move to an Amish settlement in
Montana. Readers will be left guessing
until the last page which life Marianna
will choose. The writing is nicely paced,
even if light and predictable; but the
romance elements are genuine and the
faith challenges engaging. MAZ
THE GIRL IN THE GATEHOUSE
by Julie Klassen
Bethany, 978-0-7642-0708-2, PB, 391
pages, $14.99
Mariah Aubrey is a young woman
haunted by scandal and banished from
society. Captain Matthew Bryant is a
young man struggling to overcome his
common roots and gain the favor of the
woman he thinks he loves. An abandoned gatehouse brings this unlikely
pair together. Set in 19th century England, the story is full of romance, mystery, and amazing lessons related to forgiveness.
Not only are the main characters
well-developed, but there is a host of
colorful minor characters, ranging from
lovable friends to spiteful villains. The
plot is packed full of heart-wrenching
emotion and enough twists to keep the
reader guessing until the end. However,
the many subplots may prove confusing to an unwary reader. I recommend
this book to any church library and especially fans of Jane Austen. BF
THE HEART OF MEMORY
by Alison Strobel
Zondervan, 978-0-310-28947-0, PB, 298
pages, $12.99
Who would think a heart transplant
could also be a soul transplant? Christian speaker and writer Savannah Trover can’t think of any other way to describe how she feels after receiving a
new heart. Her passionate and devoted
nature has become angry and reclusive.
She doesn’t even believe God exists

anymore. Worse, her relationship with
her college-age daughter, which has always been tenuous, now falls completely apart; and her husband hides
from her major financial troubles afflicting their ministry.
Suspense drives the plot and characters, even though the book contains
little dialogue; and the subject matter
might easily result in preaching about
emotion versus reason. The characters
are realistic, and Strobel isn’t afraid to
take them through their darkest despair
before they find hope. But the writing
style is more akin to reporting than fictional flow. Because the protagonists are
a husband, wife, and college student, a
wide variety of readers should appreciate this story. ARM
LADY IN THE MIST
The Midwives #1
by Laurie Alice Eakes
Revell, 978-0-310-87655-5, PB, 399
pages, $14.99
Secrets are a midwives’ business.
Tabitha Eckles can find out other
people’s secrets as a local midwife, but
she has trouble coping with her own.
Caught in a web of torn love, humiliation, and ongoing tensions between
America and England, Tabitha and her
new English acquaintance, Dominick,
must battle through loyalties and distrust in order to find the true love and
happiness that has eluded both of them
for years.
Unlike some Christian historical romance novels, this story does a good
job of balancing the Christian message
with the story and characters. The writing is quick and simple, keeping the
reader entertained, while moving the
story along at a good pace. It’s a wonderful tale for those who love history,
intrigue, and romance. DR
LARKSPUR COVE
by Lisa Wingate
Bethany, 978-0-7642-0821-8, PB, 355
pages, $14.99
Andrea Henderson and Mart McChurch Libraries • Summer 2011 23
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Clendon have gone through the worst
times of their lives. A nasty divorce and
horrific tragedy cause them to retreat to
Moses Lake, a tiny Texas town full of
childhood memories. But their hopes of
hiding from the world are dashed when
a mysterious little girl is seen in the company of the town recluse, and it falls to
them to discover the truth about that
relationship.
The characters are wonderful. Obviously flawed at the beginning, Andrea
and Mart mature with time as they come
together. The plot is full of surprises:
laugh-out-loud humor, aww-inducing
sweetness, lots of tense moments that
will keep readers on the edge of her seat.
This novel would make a wonderful
addition to any church library. I recommend it to women looking for a moving
romance with a hint of adventure. BF
LOVE AMID THE ASHES
by Mesu Andrews
Revell, 978-0-8007-3407-7, PB, 411
pages, $14.99
When Dinah, shamed daughter of
Jacob, is sent to Uz to marry into the
well-reputed family of a man named Job,
she believes she might have a chance at
redemption. Soon after her arrival, however, she becomes ensnared in a plot
for Job’s demise. Will Dinah trust
Yahweh to prevail? Or will evil end all
hopes for a joyous future?
Andrews spins an intriguing, yet
accurate plot based on the biblical account of Job. Her two central characters, Job and Dinah, are portrayed as
imperfect humans who grow stronger
in the face of adversity. Overall, this
story is a passionate, character-driven
take on an often-overlooked Bible story.
This is a perfect novel for mature women
who love to peruse the historical fiction
in your library. KLT
THE MESSENGER
by Tim Spitzack
OakTara, 978-1-60290230-5, PB, 150
pages, $16.95
In most coming-of-age stories, char24 Church Libraries • Summer 2011
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acters lose their innocence. In this one,
John Jenkins loses his self-centeredness
when he leaves Minneapolis for his first
reporting job and writes an obituary he
believes is inconsequential. He hasn’t
made the transition from college to
adulthood, enjoys beer and ball games,
and treats his time in small-town Minnesota like a boring class assignment.
He wakes up to Christianity and the
value of a generous life through researching the influence of farmer Alfred
Gutzman, a World War II vet.
Spitzack, a newspaper publisher,
knows journalism. The writing is strongest in the scenes from Gutzman’s life.
However, the plot gets weighed down
with unnecessary detail but comes to a
convincing conclusion by showing,
rather than telling, how Gutzman’s
obituary affects another veteran. Even
though it includes descriptions of Nazi
gas chambers, this quick read, geared
for men, leaves a pleasant aftertaste by
elevating the significance of obscure
lives. LWR
ON HUMMINGBIRD WINGS
by Lauraine Snelling
FaithWords, 978-0-446-58211-7, PB, 352
pages, $13.99
When Gillian Ormsby begrudgingly
returns to the home she gladly left years
before, it is to take care of Dorothy, her
supposedly dying mother. With a parent who has lost interest in life, sibling
rivalry renewed, and a pink slip,
Gillian is overwhelmed but determined
to return life to normal. While figuring
out her future plans, she receives unexpected help from an elderly Italian
neighbor and Adam, the handsome
man two doors down.
This heartwarming plot presents several turn of events that will surprise
readers and keep them turning pages.
Restoration and forgiveness are endearing themes. Artistically, the story contains a few old-fashioned vocabulary
words and outdated terms for such a
modern setting, as well as some sudden transitions. However, both of these

areas are minor distractions in a narrative that flows well and is content
heavy. Readers who enjoy redemptive
stories, family unity, and tales of Christian maturity will appreciate this novel.
RV
POMPEII: City on Fire
by T. L. Higley
B&H, 978-1-4336-6857-9, PB, 320
pages, $14.99
It’s 79 A.D., and the city of Pompeii is
under pressure both above and below
ground. Cato, a nobleman from Rome,
comes to the city to make a living as a
winemaker. But he soon realizes
Pompeii’s need for better political leadership and his chance to bring about
change. Ariella, a Jewish slave girl,
comes to the town disguised as a young
man and fights for her life as a gladiator in the arena. Pompeii cannot remain
peaceful, and Mount Vesuvius will not
remain dormant forever.
Higley’s novel is a brilliant look into
life in first-century Italy. Her historically
accurate and beautifully detailed descriptions of Pompeii bring the city to
life, and her engaging storytelling
opens the reader’s eyes to the persecution of the early church. Some adult
themes make the novel inappropriate
for younger teens, but those who are
older will appreciate a good story well
told. MM
REBEL’S TRAP
by Randall Franklin
Mikvelk, 978-0-98285957-5, PB, 550
pages, $17.95
A former counter-assassin, John
Travis now works as bait for terrorists,
whom he hopes to trap before they can
kill him. He meets up with famous, rich
artist Mary O’Connell, and it is hate at
first sight. On the night of an attempted
kidnapping of Mary, John ends up driving this tough and rambunctious, but
haunted middle-aged woman to safety,
but not without her saving him too.
Then both are in a life-and-death race
against time and their pasts, having to

face their own weaknesses in trust and
faith.
The short chapters are full of action,
suspense, and espionage. Despite the
length of the book, the story moves at a
breakneck speed. With this type of set
up, it might be a good recommendation
for men, and the romantic tension might
capture women readers of suspense.
CWM
THE RHYTHM OF SECRETS
by Patti Lacy
Kregel, 978-0-8254-2674-2, PB, 336
pages, $14.99
Sheila Franklin lives stifling her past.
She’s hidden deep her years as a desperate and musically gifted teen in New
Orleans and the name changes that led
her to live in a Northern unwed mothers home with the nuns. From there the
nuns sent her to Chicago and Moody
Bible Institute, where she met and married her pastor-husband who knows
nothing of her past.
Despite the name changes she goes
through to bury her painful past, the
person she’s longed for the most in all
those years appears one night. Then she
will do anything—face danger in another country and risk her relationship
with her beloved, conservative husband—to help this Vietnam vet rescue
his loved one.
Lacy used a true story based in New
Orleans and mixed with jazz, classical,
and sacred music to weave a powerful
story spanning 20 years. It will haunt
readers with deep questions. Highly
recommended and satisfying. CWM
SHE MAKES IT LOOK EASY
by Marybeth Whalen
Cook, 978-0-7814-0370-2, PB, 320
pages, $14.99
Ariel Baxter learns firsthand that
nothing is ever as it appears. After moving into her dream neighborhood with
her family, she attempts to emulate the
perfection of her neighbor, Justine
Miller. The two women befriend each
other and form an outward friendship.

But after Ariel is blindsided by the truth
of their relationship, she is hurt. And
her perceptions are shattered. She must
learn to rely on God’s fulfillment, rather
than on other people’s promises.
This powerful story clearly depicts
unspoken fears and false appearances.
Whalen reveals hurting people hiding
behind glamorous exteriors and the
people on the outside who are either
beguiled or hurt by extension. The desire for acceptance permeates this book,
driving the characters to act accordingly. In tackling these concepts,
Whalen has created a story that women
can simultaneously relate to and learn
from. RV
THE SILENT ORDER
by Melanie Dobson
Summerside, 978-160936-019-1, PB,
340 pages, $12.99
Detective Rollin Wells and the beautiful, but moody Amish girl Katie
Lehman are thrust together under incredible circumstances as Wells tries to
uncover the dangerous scheme of the
powerful Cardano family. Wells is led
to a small Amish community in search
of bootleggers. Under these intense circumstances, Rollin and Katie learn to
trust God and their fellow men. They
also learn to respect each other’s cultures and traditions.
This fascinating novel is a quickpaced mystery brimming with intrigue
and plot twists. Part of this interest is
due to the well-developed and believable characters. Their struggles with religion enhanced the believability of the
story while reinforcing the greatness of
our loving God. The dialogue reflects
the harsh world of police work and
nurturing world of the Amish settlement, and the descriptions of farm life
are vivid and inviting. Women, particularly, will enjoy this relationship story;
but male readers will like the action and
investigative elements. AS

Finances
CONSUMER DETOX: Less Stuff,
More Life
by Mark Powley
Zondervan, 978-0-310-32475-1, PB, 265
pages, $14.99
Powley does not take a normal approach to consumerism, in that he does
not choose a side. Rather than saying
consumerism should be banished or
honored, he analyzes the way consumerism controls Western society. Powley,
founder of a Christian network for simpler living, explains some advertiser
strategies and evaluates the influence
money and objects have on identity. He
concludes that God is the only one who
can liberate us from our shopping idols.
This book is thoroughly researched
and features hilarious anecdotes. The
author includes a “Detox Diary” with
ideas on how to replace consumerism
with generosity. He includes the topics
of sex and alcohol in three or four of his
examples, making me hesitant to suggest this book for a school library. Otherwise, it is a fantastic reference text. Its
realistic tone, valid information, and
emphasis on God make it a great addition to a church library. JLF
DFREE™: Breaking Free from Financial Slavery
by DeForest B. Soaries, Jr.
Zondervan, 978-0-310-33314-2, PB, 221
pages, $14.99
As bad as physical slavery was in
Colonial America, financial slavery of
the 21st century runs a near-equal,
wrote Dr. Soaries, an African-American
former N.J. Secretary of State and a doctor of divinity. With 70 percent of Americans now living from paycheck to paycheck, unemployment at an all-time
high, and home foreclosures at a record
level, all people—Christians certainly
included—need to release themselves
from the chains of debt. His book shows
disciplined steps for achieving this,
each supported by passages of ScripChurch Libraries • Summer 2011 25

B O O K
ture as well as real stories of people who
have suffered greatly because of extravagance or have found financial
liberation thanks to controlled spending and wise investing.
Although the book discusses budgets, retirement programs, estate plans,
wills, and insurance coverage, its
greater focus is on personal accountability. Overindulgence in purchases
leads to debt, which leads to poverty,
which leads to dependence on others,
none of which is God honoring. Soaries
seeks to restore individual dignity by
erasing debt, living within one’s means,
working honestly, and paying proper
tithes and offerings to the Lord. The
book is pragmatic, timely, and biblically
accurate. DEH

Women
THE FITTING ROOM: Putting on the
Character of Christ
by Kelly Minter
Cook, 978-1-4347-9985-1, PB, 240
pages, $14.99
We’ve heard that we need to “clothe”

R E V I E W S

ourselves in godly virtues, such as forgiveness, peace, kindness, and humility. But do we really know how to apply them to our everyday lives? Minter
explores and examines each virtue and
then explains in detail what it means
to live out the popular verse of
Colossians 3:12 in the world today.
She goes straight to the heart through
her sincere and humorous writing style.
Mixing Bible verses with relatable stories, she engages readers with genuine
concern. Every section ends with a suggestion for a heart makeover. Minter
proves how contemporary the Bible is
in regard to enhancing relationships.
She applies timeless wisdom from It to
21st century challenges and problems.
Women 15 and older will appreciate
this fresh outlook on familiar Bible passages. MCA
A WOMAN’S PASSIONATE PURSUIT OF GOD: Creating a Positive &
Purposeful Life
by Karol Ladd
Harvest House, 978-0-7369-2964-6, PB,
208 pages, $12.99
Women who seek contentment and
eternal purpose for life will discover

B U L L E T I N

powerful truths in this down-to-earth
elaboration on Paul’s letter to the
church at Philippi. Ladd emphasizes
spending time with Christ to become
more like Him. Her lucid explanations,
populated with Scripture and personal
experiences of women who have persevered against what could have been
unbearable odds call the reader to pursue Christ on a faith journey. His power
in a life dedicated to knowing Him will
bring joy and peace.
Each chapter ends with “Personal
Pursuit,” a section that contains an additional Bible reading, a basic truth,
choices for responding to the chapter
content, and a deliberate plan for an
immediate action. Also included is a
guide for organizing a women’s study
group and discussion questions for that
group. Highly recommended for personal and group studies for teen and
adult women. HIM

B O A R D
Things to do this summer ...
1. Soccer camp
2. Vacation Bible School
3. MADS camp
4. Family vacation
5. Swimming
6. Other sports
7. Reading
8. Bag school supplies

—Lisa Kern, librarian
College Church, Wheaton, Ill.
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Children

Comedy

GOD CARES FOR YOU
OVERCOMING FEARS
Chuck Swindoll’s Paws & Tales #1-2
Tyndale, 978-1-4143-4107-1, 978-14143-4108-8, 50 minutes, $12.99
These animated stories are based on
the Paws and Tales radio series that many
children will recognize. Each DVD has
two episodes that include a biblical
teaching based on the adventure. The
animated characters are young animals
(moose, beaver, bear cub, etc.) who play
together and have formed a club.
One episode is about building a clubhouse with the God-centered lesson of
having a good foundation (Jesus) for
life. In another episode, two of the characters are shepherds for a day and learn
about caring for sheep. This action
leads to the teaching on Jesus, our Good
Shepherd, caring for His sheep. Each
episode also ends with a song, with the
option of playing it separately from the
episode.
The DVDs can be played in either
English or Spanish. Bonus features include downloadable activity sheets and
teaching resources. Some of the story
lines and dialogue are a bit weak, but
overall these DVDs are good resources
for parents and teachers. Recommended. JA

DEFY CONFORMITY
by Keith Deltano
Vision Video, 7-27985-01388-6, 60 minutes, $19.99
Engaging comedy, along with a
powerful message, make this DVD a
good choice for your library. Targeting
teens and parents, Deltano challenges
his audience to break away from
society’s standards and embrace a radical way of living. He discusses such
subjects as peer pressure, appearances,
sex, love, and alcohol, all the while doing it in a fun and safe manner.
Through his knowledge of teen language, thinking, and modern culture,
he brings a fresh perspective that is
straightforward and easy to relate to.
He also uses Scripture to back up his
arguments every step of the way.
Deltano’s contagious energy will
keep parents and teens anticipating
what he will do next. This is an inspiring DVD the family will enjoy watching together, as well as benefit from to
enhance relationships. Highly recommended for any young adult and/or
parent and is worthy of a church library.
RV

SERIES UPDATES
What’s in the Bible?
by Phil Vischer
Tyndale, 978-1-4143-3634-3,
$14.99
#5 Israel Gets a King
BASIC
Francis Chan
Cook, 978-1-4347-0080-3, $14.99
#4 Fellowship

Teaching
THE JESUS ACCOUNTS
Vision Video, 7-27985-01387-9, 30 minutes, $14.99
The Jesus Accounts investigates the
validity of the Gospels to answer the
question, Can we trust our Bibles to
give an accurate interpretation of the
original manuscripts that were written
so long ago? It offers evidence from ancient traditions, historians and the written accounts of eye witnesses in order
to solidify the reliability of Christ’s
teachings.
Although the graphics and acting
are somewhat amateurish, this DVD

provides valuable information on how
the ancient teachings of Jesus became
what we now know as the Gospels.
Four historians explain the evidence in
an interview-style format, which is interspersed throughout the video. This
DVD would be good addition to a
church library because it offers solid
historical accounts of the validity of the
Gospels in a short amount of time, in
an easy-to-follow format. BS

Reviewers
Julie Agen, church librarian
Molly Anderson, writer
Michelle Carolyn Archer, writer
Ryan Dennison, writer
Bianca Elliott, teacher
Becky Farb, writer
Jody Lynn Ford, writer
Dr. Dennis E. Hensley, writing
professor, writer
Aaron Johnson, writer
Dr. Leslie Robert Keylock, Bible
and theology professor
Hope Irvin Marston, church librarian, writer
Maria Martin, writer
Lynda Gail McCracken, church librarian
Alexandra R. Mellen, writer
Crystal Warren Miller, writer
Demelza Ramirez, writer
Laura Woodruff Roesler, writer
Benjamin Schmitt, writer
Meredith L. Sell, writer
Anna Soden, writer
Katherine M. Sozansky, writer
Nathan Sturgis, writer
Kari Lynn Travis, writer
Rachel Vachon, writer
Caitlin M. Vukorpa, writer
Estee B. Wells, writer
Melinda A. Zurcher, writer
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by Arlene Walker

Bulletin Board
Poster
Draw and cut a helicopter pattern from newsprint in proportion to a piece of light blue poster
board. Use the pattern to cut a helicopter from
red paper. Use white paper for the windows,
carrier, and people; and outline all figures with
a black marker. Glue them to the poster board
as shown. Draw letters for the caption with a
pencil and ruler, then trace them with a black
marker.

Cover a bulletin board with white paper or cloth. Cut letters for
the title from black paper in a size proportionate with the board,
and arrange them as shown. On each end of the title, mount
pictures of people who have had an effect on Christian thinking in
our society throughout history. Mount copies of book jackets with
the same theme in the remaining space.

Bulletin Board
Cover a bulletin board with aqua green paper or cloth. Make a
pattern for the oversized vase from newsprint, and use it to
cut the vase from tan paper. Outline it with a black marker. Use
a pencil to draw curved lines, then write lightly the words suggested, trying to space them evenly across each line. Trace
the words with a black marker. Cut letters for the title from
dark green paper, and outline them in black. Staple the letters
and vase in place on the board. In the space along each side,
display copies of book jackets showing books with themes on
Christian growth and maturity.
________________________________________________________________
Arlene Walker is a freelance writer and retired teacher.
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ECLA Conference CDs
Check the CDs you want, complete the information at the bottom, and mail this
form with a check or money order in U.S. funds payable to ECLA.
___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___

Navigating the Present and Future in a Digital Age, Jeff & Cindy Crosby
Selection Policy, Lin Johnson
Prescription for the Discouraged Librarian, Lynn Austin
How Books Can Carry God's Blessing, Julie-Allyson Ieron
Archiving Your Church History, Pat Howard
Audiobooks in Your Library, Tammy Faxel
Functions of Fiction, Allie Pleiter
Nourishing Your Dream, Lynn Austin
What Librarians Need to Know About Publishing: Trends in Fiction and
Nonfiction and the Future of the Book, Jeff & Cindy Crosby
Creating Web Pages for & Marketing Your Library, Cindy Kenney
Launching a Church Library, Susan Fischer
Life-transforming Literature, Mark Hamby
The Truth About Children’s Fiction, Becky Barnes
Setting Goals, Building Milestones With a Servant’s Heart, Lynn Austin
Lessons From VeggieTales®, Cindy Kenney
Helping Children Grow God’s Way, Gilbert Beers

PRICES: 1-9, $8 each; 10 or more, $6 each
SHIPPING & HANDLING: free in U.S.; Canada: add 15%

Name _______________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________________
City__________________________________________________________________
State/Province_________________ Zip+4/Postal Code ________________
Phone _______________________________________________________
E-mail _______________________________________________________
Subtotal: _____ CDs x $____ per CD =$________
Shipping & handling, Canada
$________
Total enclosed
$________

ECLA
P.O. Box 353
Glen Ellyn, IL 60138
630-375-7865
mary@eclalibraries.org

Get Paid for Your
Ideas—and Get
Published

Y

ou can get published in Church
Libraries— and make some
money to buy books. I’m looking
for the following articles:
• Reading club and contest ideas.
• Special promotion ideas.
• Staff training ideas.
• Anything else you think other
church librarians can benefit from
reading.
• Short, funny stories of things that
have happened to you as a church
or school librarian. (This one doesn’t
pay, but share the laughter.)
• Pictures of bulletin boards, window displays, and/or posters you've
created to promote books and your
library. (No pay for this one either
buts lots of gratitude from other librarians who need ideas.)
You don’t have to be a professional writer. I can edit your ideas,
but I need the ideas to edit. I only
work via e-mail, so contact me at
linjohnson@eclalibraries.org. For
complete guidelines, go to ecla
libraries.org/journal.html; click on
Writers’ Guidelines.
—Lin Johnson, Managing Editor

Helps for Your Library
NEW!
Library
Library Software Solutions Software
Solutions
by Debra Stombres—$6
Library software reviews from
Winter 2010-11 Church Libraries.

CDs
See order form on inside back cover.

Debra
Stombres

Develop Your Selection Policy
by Lin Johnson—$3
Launching a Library Ministry
by Debra Stombres, Susan
Fischer, & Lin Johnson—$7

/$81&+,1*
$/,%5$5<
0,1,675<

Clear, concise guidance for writing a
mission statement, staffing your library,
furnishing and equipping the room,
selecting books and other media, and
processing and classifying those materials.

This pamphlet will help you determine
what to put in your library and what to
leave out and to tailor a written policy for
your library.

Develop
Yo
ur
You
Libr
ar y
Libra
Selection
Policy
by Lin Johnson

Debra Stombres
Susan Fischer
Lin Johnson

Church Library Classification System
by William B. Haburn—$13
Dewey Decimal system adapted
for church libraries.

Book/pamphlet prices include shipping & handling in U.S.
E-mail mary@eclalibraries.org for extra shipping costs to other countries.
___________________________________________________________
Check the titles you want, fill in your contact information, and send this form with a check or money order
payable in U.S. funds to ECLA. Mail to ECLA, P.O. Box 353, Glen Ellyn, IL 60138-0353.
___ Library Software Solutions, $6
___ Launching a Library Ministry, $7
___ Develop Your Selection Policy, $3
___ Church Library Classification System, $13
Total enclosed: $________

Name ______________________________________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________________________________
City _______________________________________________________________________________________
State/Province_________________ Zip+4/Postal Code ________________
Phone _____________________________________________________________________________________
E-mail _____________________________________________________________________________________

